Mendham High School
Choir 2014 - 2015
Mr. Weaver, director
(973) 543-2501, ext. 4745
dweaver@wmrhsd.org
Tuesday and Thursday

Required Rehearsal and Concert Dates
Tuesday, November 18 • Messiah Rehearsal • 2:45-4:00pm • Auditorium

Friday, December 12 • Messiah Rehearsal • 3-6pm • Auditorium

Tuesday, December 16 • Messiah Concert • 7:30pm (arrive 6:15pm) • St. Lawrence Church

Tuesday, February 10 • Articulation Rehearsal • 2:45-4:00pm • Auditorium

Thursday, February 12 • Articulation Concert • 7:30pm • Auditorium

Wednesday, June 3 • Senior Honors Rehearsal • 2:45-4:00pm • Auditorium

Thursday, June 4 • Senior Honors Chorus & Orchestra Concert • 7:30pm • Auditorium

Thursday, June 18 • Graduation • Time TBA • Location TBA

Basic Information for Choir Students

I. Attendance

a. Rehearsals

i. Class attendance policies will be handled according to the student handbook.

ii. Occasionally there will be rehearsals outside of the scheduled class period, which you will be notified of well in advance.  These rehearsals are mandatory!!

iii. Students are expected to participate every moment they are in rehearsal.  The more each person gives to the ensemble, the better the results!

iv. During rehearsal students are expected to store their cell phones in the designated storage area.
b. Performances

i. All members of the Concert Choir are required and expected to attend all performances, whether during the day or at night.  Performances are tantamount to final exams; however there is no possibility of making them up if you miss them.

ii. Excused absences include extreme illness, quarantine, or death in the family.  If your name appears on the absentee list for the day of the performance, a parent note will be necessary to excuse you from the concert.  If your name does not appear on the absentee list for the day of the performance, a doctor’s note will be required to excuse you.  Death in the family requires a note, as well.  A job is not an excuse!
c. Lessons

i. It is HIGHLY recommended that students take private voice lessons.  A number of private teachers are available upon request.  Lessons are once a week for generally a half-hour.  Locations, times and fees vary.

ii. All students will be required to attend group voice lessons each marking period.  These will take place during class time, study hall, and possibly physical education classes.
II. Music – Folders – Dresses
a. Music will be distributed and lent out to students
i. Students will receive a numbered folder and corresponding numbered music.  All music should be kept in the corresponding folder.

ii. Students are responsible for the return of the folder and all music in good condition.  Students will be charged to replace damaged or missing music or folders.

iii. The only music charge exception is for the Messiah books, which are not supplied for student use.  These cost $9.
b. Each student is required to have the correct concert attire for performances.
i. Girls are required to wear the “black dresses.”  Students who were in choir previously will wear their dresses from last year.  New students in choir will be required to be measured and buy a dress.  The dresses will cost approximately $70-$80 each including alterations.  Used dresses are also available in limited quantities for $40.  Pearl necklaces will be provided for each student to wear.  Girls must also wear black shoes for performances.

ii. Boys are required to wear tuxedos.  The pants, jacket, vest and bowtie will be provided for the students.  Each student will be required to buy a tuxedo shirt if they do not already own one.  Tuxedo shirts cost approximately $14 each and if desired can be ordered at the beginning of the year.  Each boy will also be responsible for dry cleaning the tuxedo before returning it, which will cost approximately $15.  The students must also wear black socks and black shoes.

III. Grading
a. Class Participation (50%)
b. Attendance at performances (15%)
c. Attendance at rehearsals (10%)
d. Attendance at lessons (10%)
e. Sung or Written quizzes and tests (15%)
IV. Academic – Advanced – IB

a. Academic Choir

i. Academic Choir is graded based on the requirements above.  Class participation, attendance at performances, rehearsals and lessons, and other worksheets or quizzes will make up the final grade.
b. Advanced Choir

i. Advanced choir is available to sophomores through seniors and requires extra “assignments” for each marking period to receive Advanced Credit.  An Advanced Choir Sheet must be turned in each marking period by the assigned dates to receive credit for that marking period.  Advanced Choir is only recommended for those students who are already participating in vocal activities outside of class.  
ii. Grading will be 80% “Academic Requirements” + 20% “Advanced Assignments”

c. IB Choir

i. IB students must complete the requirements for Academic and Advanced Choir.  In addition, students electing to take choir at the IB level have separate responsibilities which fall outside of class time.  IB music is a two year program for Juniors and Seniors intending to take the IB exam.  IB Students select their level (Standard and Higher) in conjunction with their teacher at the beginning of the first year.  At the end of the first year all students will take the final exam.  At the end of the second year all students will take the IB exam.
ii. All IB students must complete the following:
1. Learning a prescribed work of music (determined by IB)
**Students are responsible for purchasing both a score and recording of the work**
2. Becoming generally knowledgeable in all aspects of both Western and non-Western musics.  Students are tested on the prescribed work (#1 above) and four undetermined works during the exam.  Students must have their own portable CD player to take the exam.
3. Creating a media script of a Musical Investigation which compares and contrasts two different musical genres (approx. 1200-1500 words).
iii. HL students must also complete the following:
1. a 20 minute solo performance tape
2. three original contrasting musical compositions, including a score, a recording and a written statement for each piece (1 page each). 
iv. SL students must also complete ONE of the following:
1. a 15 minute solo performance recorded in front of a live audience. 
2. a 15-30 minute tape of at least two pieces of a group performance recorded in front of a live audience.
3. two original contrasting musical compositions including a score, a recording and a written statement for each piece (1 page each).
v. Grading will be 60% “Academic Requirements” + 20% “Advanced Requirements” + 20% “IB Requirements”

V. Co-Curricular Choruses

a. Mendham Voices

i. Men and Women singing accompanied and a cappella music in a variety of different styles.
b. Women’s Ensemble
i. Women only singing a cappella and accompanied music that is mostly contemporary.  Dancing is also included!
c. Men In Black
i. Men only singing a cappella music that is mostly contemporary.
d. Treble Makers
i. Women only singing a cappella music that is mostly contemporary.
e. All of these groups rehearse outside of class time and require an audition.  Students must be members of the Concert Choir to participate in these groups.
f. Students are encouraged to form their own groups; however the students in these groups are solely responsible for all planning that must take place.
VI. Extra-Curricular Choruses

a. Morris County Chorus, Junior Region Chorus, Region I Chorus, All-State Chorus, All-Eastern Chorus, and National Honor Choir are audition-only choruses available to all chorus students with some exceptions.

i. You must be a chorus member in good standing to participate in any of these groups.
ii. All audition and participation fees are paid for by the school.  All-State, All-Eastern, and National Honor Choir fees are reimbursed after successful completion of the concerts.
iii. Students who are interested in auditioning for these groups must be willing to spend time outside of class to prepare auditions and (upon acceptance) learn the music.  This is a significant amount of time, but well worth the effort.
